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ST PANCRAS NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2021 
 
 

Dear friends,  
Warm Christmas greetings from St Pancras. This will 
be another unusual holiday, but may I wish you all a 
joyful and peaceful Christmas. 

Christmas time brings back strong memories.  I hope these memories are mostly good ones for you.  For me, 
growing up at a boarding school, Christmas was a precious time of being at home with family. Now there is 
also the joy of seeing Christmas through the eyes of my own children.  Nevertheless, I know these days also 
bring memories of disappointment, loss and sorrow. 

This year, rather than memories, I find myself asking what Christmas means now.  Nostalgia for the past 
doesn’t seem helpful in these upside-down times.  Old certainties are being shaken. What help can Christmas 
bring for us in 2021, caught up in the middle of a pandemic and all the attending difficulties we face? 

Reading through Luke’s account of the first Christmas, I was caught again by these words: ‘Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.’ (Luke 2.14).  I found them a helpful window through 
which to look at Christmas again.  

‘Glory to God.’ Christmas opens up the possibility of a wonderfully big view.  In Devon, of course, we are used 
to glorious views over the sea and the rolling hills.  But Christmas is different.  The events of the first Christmas 
are said to put the living God on display – the birth of Jesus is God at work.  The highest heavens are opened 
and we are asked to look higher up and further in.  

Amid all the difficulties that we face, all the questions that we ask, all the fears which we dread, Christmas 
asks us to ponder the glory of God.  

I think I need this big, upward-looking view more than ever at the end of this year, when difficult events seem 
to be happening quickly and there is so little mention of God in any of our public life. Thank God for our 
Queen who steadily reminds us, Christmas by Christmas, to keep looking up, looking toward the glory of God.  

‘… and on earth peace, good will …’  

Christmas is not just about the big view.  Peace and goodwill are about the deepest parts of our lives. During 
this time of year, we notice more than ever how much we long to be at peace with ourselves and with our 
family and friends.  Outside of my regular routines, I can notice more truthfully who I am.  

Am I really at peace?  Am I really convinced of God’s goodwill toward me?  What can these words mean for 
me, today?      

Such questions cannot be answered quickly. But I hope this Christmas, you will ponder them. And read again 
– or perhaps for the first time – the story of the first Christmas.  

Every blessing in Jesus Christ, 

Lawrence  
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Almost all the work we do is funded by voluntary donations, either regular giving or one-off gifts and 
many people also give generously of their time too.  Nevertheless, there is always more we could, or 
often need, to do to support our local community and beyond.  We host many free or low-cost activities 
in our church buildings, including Community Larder, support groups, baby and toddler mornings and 
Route 3-16 Chaucer Way Community Bus - to name but a few.  If you would like to help us to reach out 
in this way, please visit: 
 

A Church Near You - St Pancras and scroll down to the ‘Give a Little’ option. 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6780/  

 

On behalf of our church community, we would like to thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Message from Chris Staple 
Thank you to everyone for their thoughts and prayers while I’ve been in hospital.  I know I don’t believe 
but it felt so heart-warming and encouraging knowing people who haven’t met me and/or don’t know 
me cared and wanted the best for me.  I cannot thank everyone enough.  Hopefully I’ll be able to visit 
soon and thank people in person.  

CHRISTMAS WEEK AT ST PANCRAS 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER 

FEAST OF FUN AT CHRISTMAS – 2PM-4PM 
Family event including Christmas crafts, making Christingles and a nativity. Everyone 
welcome, and you’re welcome to come in costume.   

SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE – 10.30AM 
A celebration of Christmas day for everyone. Bring some of your presents along and 
celebrate God’s greatest gift of all.  

 

SUNDAY 26TH DECEMBER 

SUNDAY SERVICE – 10.30AM 
A quieter,  thanksgiving service with opportunit ies  to  hear God’s  word, 

reflect  and pray.  
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This Christmas we are able to bring you an exclusive ‘Leaked Email from 

the Archangel Gabriel’, courtesy of our own Bishop of Plymouth, The Right 

Rev’d Nick McKinnel. 

  

My fellow Angels, 

We have a problem in our favourite county of Devon this year.  Miserable 

weather, economic worries, weary people and Covid restrictions are 

obscuring those glad tidings of great joy that we once announced to those 

shepherds on the hillside outside Bethlehem. 

  

Forget the “Boris saves Christmas” stuff.  It is up to us to act.  Here is your mission: 

Remind our friends there that “It is more blessed to give than to receive”. Let them discover the joy 

of simplicity, the pleasure of sharing and the satisfaction of seeing the happiness of others … 

without spending more than they can afford. 

  

Their national media is full of gloomy experts and dire predictions. We need to draw attention to 

the endeavours of carers and health workers, delivery drivers and shop workers, teachers and 

emergency workers, the real heroes of Christmas. 

  

We sang about peace on earth all those years ago. They need to hear it again. Some are fearful of 

going out, others frustrated at having to stay in, all are grumbling about their leaders. Help them to 

hear once more the call at Christmas to care for the lonely, comfort the sad, and support those for 

whom life is difficult, so that they think more about others than themselves. 

  

Much as you might want to help their football team (and well done in securing a new manager for 

them so quickly), that is beyond the mandate given to us by the Almighty.  But you may help them 

find joy in sport, pleasure in music, refreshment on the moor or by the sea, and the chance to enjoy 

all the gifts given to humanity. 

  

Encourage families to laugh together, neighbours to care for each other, churches to worship with 

joyful praise, strangers to wish one another a Merry Christmas, and all to wonder at the child in the 

manger who is Christ the Lord. 
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In fact, let wonder be our gift to them this Christmas, that they may wonder afresh at the humility 

of the Son of God who enters their humanity so that they can join with us in singing “Glory to God 

in the highest”. 

  

With Christmas greetings to you all, 

Gabriel (Archangel) 
 

 
Preaching Plan for Spring Term 2022:  

‘IS CHRISTIAN LIFE DIFFERENT?’ 

2 Jan New Year with Haggai  Haggai 1 

9 Jan A different spiritual life? Ephesians 4.1-10 

16 Jan Discovering different spiritual gifts? Ephesians 4.11-16 

23 Jan Living with light in the darkness? Ephesians 4.17-32 

30 Jan A different way to love? Ephesians 5.1-2 

6 Feb AAC: ‘I am the Good Shepherd’ John 10.14; Psalm 23 

13 Feb A different kind of ‘woke’? Ephesians 5.3-14 

20 Feb A different kind of wisdom? Ephesians 5.15-20 

27 Feb A different submission? Ephesians 5.21-33 

6 Mar AAC: ‘I am the door’ John 10.7-10 

13 Mar A different kind of family and work? Ephesians 6.1-9 

20 Mar A different battle? Ephesians 6.10-12 

27 Mar A different strength? Ephesians 6.13-17 

3 Apr AAC: I am the Resurrection and the Life John 11 

10 Apr A different way to Pray Ephesians 6.18-23 

17 Apr Easter Sunday  

 


